
 

Friday 17th July 2026 

E: office@tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk  | T: 01404 812943 

Dear Parents  

I know I often say this, but I really can’t quite believe we are almost at the end of this school year.  So much 
has happened, and changed, both for our school, but also in our world at large. 

On Monday, in a nice culmination of our focus on the Lord’s Prayer, Good News For Everyone (the new name 
for the Gideons) visited the school to talk about the different the Bible makes for Christians and the hope it 
can offer to everyone.  Normally, they will leave the Year 6s with New Testaments, but as we give out Bibles at 
the leavers service, instead they have given magazines to the Year 5 and 6 children.   

Our Year 6s deserve a particular mention as we (finally) received our SATs results this week.  They did          
brilliantly well and have showed fantastic progress especially in this last year.  A huge well done to them for all 
their efforts as well as to Mr H and team in Oak.  You truly have believed and achieved to be the best you can 
be! 

This week we have also seen Maple enjoy a Schools In The Past day—some great costumes and the best     
behaved children I’ve ever seen—I wonder why? :-)  We also had some of the children learning guitar perform 
some short pieces for the school on Wednesday – they did brilliantly.  Sidmouth Library visited us to tell the 
children about the Summer reading challenge (Ottery are doing it too).  The link is here and I have said we will 
be giving House Point rewards in September for everyone who participates (you’ll need to let me know in  

September if you do!).  Reading Challenges - Libraries Unlimited .  

We’re looking forward to our final week—Maple and Hazel have a trip 
to Escot on Monday, and then the Summer Fair is on Wednesday at 
1.15pm.  Finally, we have our Leavers Service on Friday at 2pm in the 
Church.  Parents of Year 6 and Year 5 (Oak Class) are especially warmly 
invited to join us for this.     

It looks like the heat is reducing slightly next week, but please 
do continue to be vigilant in applying sun cream and providing 
your child with a sun hat and water bottle.  

Winning house this half term were Tigers—well done to them!  
They will be having their reward next Wednesday morning.  If 
your child is in Tigers you should have received an email today 
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Class Attendance 

R 94.55% 

1 90% 

2 96.25% 

3 96.67% 

4 90.67% 

5 82.94% 

6 83.85% 

Whole School 91.03% 

Dates to Remember :                     

Monday 20th July—Maple and Hazel visit to Escot  

Wednesday 22nd July—Summer Fair 1.15pm 

Friday 24th  July— 2pm Leavers Service and End of Term   

Friday 4th September—First day back of Autumn Term 

Friday 23rd October— last day of first half term 

Monday 2nd November—Back to school  after half term 

Friday 18th December—end of Autumn Term 

https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/services/reading-challenges/


Your PTFA needs YOU! 

Without new volunteers by 24 July, our PTFA will be unable to continue into the next     
academic year. 

The PTFA raises thousands of pounds for Tipton St John Primary School every year, funding   
projects and resources that benefit every child, as well as organising much-loved community 
events. Over recent years, PTFA fundraising has helped provide items including new        
Chromebooks, outdoor learning facilities and Christmas gifts for every pupil. We also contribute 
towards the cost of school trips and experiences, helping to keep them affordable for all families. 

The Chair and Co-Chair roles are important, but they don't need to be overwhelming. Shared  
between two people, they mainly involve coordinating a handful of events across the year, with 
the support of the existing committee. No previous experience is needed, and anyone in our 
school community is welcome to volunteer – whether you're a parent, grandparent or member of 
staff. 

If nobody is able to step forward, there will be no Christmas Fair, Easter event, school disco or 
Sports Day refreshments next year. More importantly, the school will lose a significant source 
of funding that directly benefits our children and helps make opportunities accessible to every 
family. 

If you've ever thought, "Perhaps I could help," now really is the time. Even if you'd simply like to 
find out more before committing, please contact the school office or speak to a member of the 
current PTFA. 

Please don't assume someone else will volunteer. We need your help to keep the PTFA going for 

the children at Tipton. 

Thanks 

Rachel, PTFA Chair   

Designated Safeguarding Lead for Otter Valley Federation:  

Amanda Fulford, Executive  Headteacher 

Safeguarding Governor: Mark Humphries 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Pete Button, Head of School 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Richard Hatswell, 

Teacher 

Alternatively you can contact  MASH on 0345 155 1071 

We are happy to  speak to any person at 

any time with regard to the safety of  chil-

dren. If you have any concerns please 

contact: 



Maple History Day 

Maple Class have had a fantastic year and a great term. The children have        
especially enjoyed learning about toys and schools in the past. We have explored 
chronology and    ordered photos and artefacts, thinking about living memory and 
beyond living memory. We completed our learning with a Schools in the past day! 
The children loved being immersed in a Victorian School experience. They had a 
go at using dip pens and slate boards. They also made peg dolls and paper boats 
just like Victorian children. 

Maggie said, ‘it was weird being made to write with my right hand!’ 

Ellisia said, ‘I loved doing ring a ring of roses and Mrs Davies being strict!’ 

William said, ‘I liked how we chanted the times tables’ 

Archie P said, ‘it was scary being punished but exciting in the school because I 

didn’t know what would happen next!’ 

 

 
 

Library Summer Reading Challenge  

 

Find out more at: 

 

Reading Challenges - Libraries Unlimited  

 

 

https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/services/reading-challenges/


Children performing Guitar in our Collective Worship    

Good News For Everyone visited us on Monday…. 



 

 

 

 

 

Family Treasure Hunt as part of the Sidmouth and East Devon 
Walking Festival 
You would be very welcome to join our FREE Family Treasure Hunt starting from  
Sidmouth Tourist  
Information (by the swimming pool) on Saturday 12th September at 2pm. 
The walking treasure hunt takes you on a trail of fun, easy-to-follow clues that will  
have children exploring, giggling and discovering along the way. It's the perfect chance to enjoy the fresh air,  
stretch your legs and see familiar sights in a brand-new way. Together you'll follow the clues all the way to a  
well-known establishment, where optional refreshments will be waiting to celebrate your success. Bring your  
curiosity, sense of adventure and your biggest smiles - the treasure is out there!  
  
There are limited places so the treasure hunt must be pre booked by contacting Sidmouth Tourist Infor-
mation  

either in person or via tic@sidmouth.gov.uk or 01395 516441.  
Please note that all children under 16 need to be accompanied by an adult. 
  
Brochures for other events going on in the week can be obtained from Sidmouth Tourist Information and oth-
er venues in the area. 
 
 

 

 

Piano Lessons in September!   

My name is Helen Alford and I I have been a piano teacher for 
over 20 years.  

I have been teaching in Tipton primary school for the past two 
years, and as my older students are moving on to secondary school, I now 
have space to accommodate new  

students in year 3 or above to either begin to learn playing the piano or  

continue their piano studies. Lessons would occur during the school day, the 
time and day to be confirmed. Each lesson will last 20 minutes and will cost 
£11. If your child is interested in starting piano lessons with me, please con-
tact me at helen.alford1@gmail.com. 

mailto:helen.alford1@gmail.com


Mrs Garrick ran 70 miles in 37 hours for the ARC rehoming charity 

 

I would like to thank everyone who helped me to 'believe and achieve' last 

weekend. I managed to get an ultra-personal best of 70 miles but will never do 

one again! It was around a five-mile circuit, which took 37 long hours, with only 

a two-hour rest. This was due to very painful blisters and having to walk many 

laps in slip on sandals. I came 72nd out of 156 overall and 26th out of 63 in the 

gender section. I continue to raise money for ARC, the animal rehoming charity 

in Ottery. If any families would kindly like to donate, please see the link. I am   

aiming for £1000, currently on £860. Any support is most appreciated from ARC 

and myself. 

https://www.gofundme.com/u/naomi-garrick 

 

From Mrs Garrick 

https://www.gofundme.com/u/naomi-garrick


 

 

Data shows that incidents of domestic violence can dramatically increase during global  

sporting events, such as the Football World Cup. You can seek support and advice via 
this link:   

Referral - Devon Domestic Abuse Alliance 

https://ddaa.org.uk/referral/?es_c=A4BAB031E6D293BFDDD5167DB54787FA&es_cl=080822B629B8B81E40503F00BDDA432D&es_id=xg%c2%a342


 

Breakfast and After School Club 

 

 

 



Kids Holiday Heroes are delighted to announce their Summer Holiday Camp dates for this year! 

They will be running holiday camps at both Payhembury and Feniton with extended opening hours 8:30 - 17:00. 

They are working alongside a range of organisations to deliver exciting and interactive workshops, including Devon Air          

Ambulance, RSPCA, WaterAid, Guide Dogs, Waste Education, and more! 

Alongside these special guests, children will enjoy a wide variety of sports, games, arts and crafts, den building, nerf gun wars, 

pool, darts, puzzles and outdoor adventures throughout the week. (Timetable out soon!) 

The camps are designed to provide fun, engaging, and memorable experiences for all children. 

Payhembury 

Monday 27th July to Wednesday 2nd September  

 EƻĲƖǃШ~ŸŰĬċǃЯШÑƨĲƚĬċǃ and Wednesday 

Payhembury School 8:30 - 17:00 

£35 

 

Feniton 

Thursday 6th August to Friday 28th August  

 EƻĲƖǃШÑőƨƖƚĬċǃШċŰĬ Friday 

Feniton School 8:30 - 17:00 

£35 

 

Save 20% using Tax Free Childcare  

We accept childcare vouchers, UC and the tax-free childcare scheme 

 

Please book via our website - https://www.kidsholidayheroes.co.uk/devon-holiday-club 

 

Kids Holiday Heroes Ltd 

T: 07398232895 

E: bookings@kidsholidayheroes.co.uk 

https://www.kidsholidayheroes.co.uk/devon-holiday-club





