
 

Friday 10th July 2026 

E: office@tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk  | T: 01404 812943 

Dear Parents  

A big well done to everyone for getting through a very hot week (water guns may have helped) and a big 
thank you to the grandparent who leant Maple class a portable air conditioning unit—much appreciated!! 

We have continued to look at the Lord’s Prayer and what it can teach us about achieving our vision to believe 
and achieve to be the best we can be.  This week we looked at temptation — thinking about how it can be  
really hard to resist temptation but it always ends up better when we do!  We talked about ways to make it 
easier to resist temptation as well.  Maple and Hazel also had a visit from Bishop Benedict from the Solomon 
Islands—read more later on in the bulletin! 

We are also using our Friday afternoons to revisit some important messages for the children—today we are 
looking at fire and flood routines.  As the weather continues to be particularly hot, we are still getting some 
children coming to school without a water bottle, sunhat or suncream on.  Please do take this seriously, as it 
takes valuable time for the office to chase, or staff to supply spares. 

Reports were emailed out this week—please do get in touch with the office if you don’t appear to have re-
ceived it for any reason.  Our moving up sessions were very successful this week and I have heard a lot of  

positive comments and children excited about the new year!  Thank you too to everyone who engaged with 
our open evening for children to celebrate their progress this 
year with their parents.  It is always lovely to see the pride that 
they have in showing their books to parents at this point.  If 
you were unable to attend or missed the evening, do get in 
touch with your child’s teacher and it can be rearranged at an-
other point.     

Coming up next week is Sports Day on Friday afternoon start-
ing at 1.15pm on the Tipton playing fields (more details later 
on).  Also a reminder please to make contact with the PTFA if 
you are able to lend your support.  The more help we have, the 
easier it is for everyone!   

Winning house this week were Leopards—well done to them! 
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Class Attendance 

R 95% 

1 87.9% 

2 99.3% 

3 96.3% 

4 92.6% 

5 89.8% 

6 97% 

Whole School 93.8% 

Dates to Remember :                     

Wednesday 15th July—Maple Class Schools in the past Dress Up Day 

Wednesday 15th July—Year 6 Rounders at Feniton 1.15pm 

Friday 17th July—Sports Day 1.15pm     

Monday 20th July—Maple and Hazel visit to Escot  

Wednesday 22nd July—Summer Fair 1.15pm 

Friday 24th  July— 2pm Leavers Service and End of Term   



Sports Day—Friday 17th July 1.15pm 
 

 

Sports day is scheduled to be next Friday afternoon.  Obviously we will keep an eye on the  
weather and further updates may be applicable. If the children could come in the colour of  
their respective houses that would be fantastic 
 
Lions—Yellow 
Leopards—Green 
Panthers—Blue 
Tigers—Red 
 

The PTFA will also be present for refreshments.   
 
Request for help!  If anyone has a gazebo they would be happy to lend for the afternoon, we 
would be much appreciative.  If they are able to set it up and down as well, that would be 
perfect!   Please contact the School office if you can help.   Thank you! 

Your PTFA needs YOU! 

Without new volunteers by 24 July, our PTFA will be unable to continue into the next aca-
demic year. 

This isn't a message we ever wanted to send, but despite several appeals, we have not yet found 
people to take on the roles of Chair and Co-Chair. 

The PTFA raises thousands of pounds for Tipton St John Primary School every year, funding pro-
jects and resources that benefit every child, as well as organising much-loved community events. 
Over recent years, PTFA fundraising has helped provide items including new Chromebooks, out-
door learning facilities and Christmas gifts for every pupil. We also contribute towards the cost of 
school trips and experiences, helping to keep them affordable for all families. 

The Chair and Co-Chair roles are important, but they don't need to be overwhelming. Shared be-
tween two people, they mainly involve coordinating a handful of events across the year, with the 
support of the existing committee. No previous experience is needed, and anyone in our school 
community is welcome to volunteer – whether you're a parent, grandparent or member of staff. 

If nobody is able to step forward, there will be no Christmas Fair, Easter event, school disco or 
Sports Day refreshments next year. More importantly, the school will lose a significant source 
of funding that directly benefits our children and helps make opportunities accessible to every 
family. 

If you've ever thought, "Perhaps I could help," now really is the time. Even if you'd simply like to 
find out more before committing, please contact the school office or speak to a member of the 
current PTFA. 

Please don't assume someone else will volunteer. We need your help to keep the PTFA going for 

the children at Tipton. 

Thanks 

Rachel, PTFA Chair   



 

 

 

 

   

   

Designated Safeguarding Lead for Otter Valley Federation:  

Amanda Fulford, Executive  Headteacher 

Safeguarding Governor: Mark Humphries 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Pete Button, Head of School 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Richard Hatswell, 

Teacher 

Alternatively you can contact  MASH on 0345 155 1071 

We are happy to  speak to any person at 

any time with regard to the safety of  chil-

dren. If you have any concerns please 

contact: 

Oak : — Rosie and Zach—Achievement, Empathy, Hope—for being 
great role models as the only Year 6s in school this week and being so 
helpful in Oak Class. 

Maple: — Rocco—Achievement — for settling in so well to Tipton 
and showing an excellent attitude to learning, and making friends. 

Willow: —  Finn—Achievement—making a great start to life at  
Tipton! 

 

Hazel—  Magnus—For his amazing ability to read books fluently at 
a high level and looking after his glasses so well! 



Bishop Benedict’s Visit—Wednesday 8th July 

On Wednesday this week, Bishop Benedict from the Solomon Islands visited Tipton, 

and spent time with Maple and Hazel classes.  They asked him some great questions 

like ‘Can a Bishop have long hair?’ and ‘Do you like being a Bishop?’  As a Federation 

we have regular links with the Solomon Islands, receiving visitors at least once or 

twice in the year.  It is a great opportunity for the children to meet people from a 

very different culture, and find out what’s similar and what’s different about our 

lives.      

 ‘I learnt that there are not 

many species of animals in the 

Solomon Islands—they have to 

get their milk from Australia and 

New Zealand because they don’t 

have cows in the Solomon  

Islands.’—William 

‘I learnt that they have the same 

colour school uniform as us—

black shorts, white tops and 

blue dresses.’ - Elsie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Family Treasure Hunt as part of the Sidmouth and East Devon 
Walking Festival 
You would be very welcome to join our FREE Family Treasure Hunt starting from  
Sidmouth Tourist  
Information (by the swimming pool) on Saturday 12th September at 2pm. 
The walking treasure hunt takes you on a trail of fun, easy-to-follow clues that will  
have children exploring, giggling and discovering along the way. It's the perfect chance to enjoy the fresh air,  
stretch your legs and see familiar sights in a brand-new way. Together you'll follow the clues all the way to a  
well-known establishment, where optional refreshments will be waiting to celebrate your success. Bring your  
curiosity, sense of adventure and your biggest smiles - the treasure is out there!  
  
There are limited places so the treasure hunt must be pre booked by contacting Sidmouth Tourist Infor-
mation  

either in person or via tic@sidmouth.gov.uk or 01395 516441.  
Please note that all children under 16 need to be accompanied by an adult. 
  
Brochures for other events going on in the week can be obtained from Sidmouth Tourist Information and oth-
er venues in the area. 
 

 

Piano Lessons in September!   

My name is Helen Alford and I I have been a piano teacher for 
over 20 years.  

I have been teaching in Tipton primary school for the past two 
years, and as my older students are moving on to secondary school, I now 
have space to accommodate new students in year 3 or above to either begin 
to learn playing the piano or  

continue their piano studies. Lessons would occur during the school day, the 
time and day to be confirmed. Each lesson will last 20 minutes and will cost 
£11. If your child is interested in starting piano lessons with me, please con-
tact me at helen.alford1@gmail.com. 

mailto:helen.alford1@gmail.com


 

 

Data shows that incidents of domestic violence can dramatically increase during global  

sporting events, such as the Football World Cup. You can seek support and advice via 
this link:   

Referral - Devon Domestic Abuse Alliance 

https://ddaa.org.uk/referral/?es_c=A4BAB031E6D293BFDDD5167DB54787FA&es_cl=080822B629B8B81E40503F00BDDA432D&es_id=xg%c2%a342


Houses and House Points 

We have a House System at Tipton.  There are four houses:  Lions (Yellow), Tigers (Red), Leopards 

(Green) and Panthers (Blue).  House points are earnt for good work, effort, good behaviour and 

demonstrating our values in school. 

There are Y6 House captains for each house who will be counting up the house points earnt each 

week by children in each class.  These will give us a winning house who will be presented with the   

trophy on a Friday afternoon.  We will be giving rewards for the most house points over the weeks 

and half terms—extra playtime and treats.  

The children have been working hard to earn housepoints this week and have enjoyed the challenge!  

Winners this week were ….   !! 

 

House Captains:   

Harrison and Annabelle—Leopards 

Reuben and Jessica—Lions 

Kobi and Rosie—Tigers 

Ted and Ammara—Panthers 

            House points                                house points                                   house points                      house points 



 

Breakfast and After School Club 

 

 

 

A message from Mrs Garrick... 


