
            MFL Rolling Programme and Progression of Skills for French  
 

MFL in Early Years and in KS1 at Tipton St John is used as a foundation to ensure that knowledge starting in KS2 is supported. Learning some basic words in 
different languages is encouraged and used throughout the school day. It is an intrinsic part of the curriculum and starts from our pre-school. Examples of this 
could be answering the register in different languages and using French to count children in a line, follow simple instructions and play colour games. KS2 use Take 
10 En Francais during some Fizz Whizz activities and have a weekly French lesson. These lessons are focused on speaking and listening with elements of reading 
and writing. We feel it is also important to learn about France as a country and the culture and traditions. The units of work are planned to build upon their 
knowledge, skills, confidence and interest which will help to prepare children for learning languages in their secondary school. 
If any children or adults in the school speak other languages and/or come from different places, this is celebrated and valued. They will be encouraged to teach 
words and share aspects of their culture and heritage. This is strongly linked to our nine core Christian school values, which is fundamental to our school. 
 
Below is a rolling programme for Willow and Oak, years three to six. Sometimes there is repetition but that is important with languages and meeting the needs of 
two year groups in each class. There is also information about skills progression for each year in listening, speaking, reading and writing, which we are following. 
 
                                                                                                       WILLOW CLASS YEAR A   YEARS 3 AND YEAR 4 

 
Programme Aut 1 - Chenille Aut 2 – Famille/Noel Spr 1- Mon corps/visage Spr 2- Temps/Pacques Sum 1 – Des questions Sum 2 Lettre/Chenelle 
What are the 
main areas 
and skills we 
need to 
cover? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do we 
want to 
learn about 
France? 
Culture 
history  
food etc 
Yr.4 to  
Support Yr3 

 

Greetings  
Respond to simple 
questions and 
instructions 
Yr.3 - numbers to 20  
Yr.4 - numbers to 30  
Colours 
Song: Frère Jacques 
Days of the week and 
food linked to the story  
Chelline (The Hungry 
Caterpillar) 
Why learn French? 
Geography – look at a 
map to find France, 
name the capital city. 
Differences in how 
people greet each other. 
 

Greet others with confidence 
and reply to the questions. 
Review numbers  
Introduce more colours 
Family – who do you live 
with? Year 4 – ages/pets 
Noel –  basic Christmas 
vocabulary – focus on 
Christmas food 
Christmas French Songs – 
Vive Le Vent 
 
Where is French spoken in 
the world? Look at a map of 
Europe and the world. 
Christmas and  songs - 
similarites and differences 
between  French and English 
traditions. 
 

Ask and answer questions 
with correct intonation 
Yr3 - parts of the body  
song – ‘Tete, epaules, 
genoux et orteils’. 
YR 4.- parts of the face 
Jacques a dit- touchez le 
nez (Simon Says, touch 
your nose) etc… 
Buying food – currency and 
some basic food 
vocabulary. 
What is the currency in 
France? Euro Day – Euro 
was introduced on 1st Jan 
99 Yr.4 -  to explain 
General similarities and 
differences with a focus on 
school, food and family life. 
 

Initiate a conversation 
when working with a 
partner Yr.3 –days of the 
week Yr 4 - months of the 
year and seasons-display 
the words in the classroom 
Weather – different 
types/weather chart 
Clothing – main types  
Pacques – basic Easter 
vocabulary.- songs 
 
Why do people want to 
visit France? Main 
attractions/food/culture. 
Pupils/teachers own 
experiences.  
Easter in France. 

Ask and answer 
questions with 
confidence 
Qu’Est-ce que c’est ? 
C’est un pantaloon 
brun…etc. 
Sing French songs 
from memory 
Go over vocabularly 
Review the basic 
French grammer taught 
this year. 
What is it like to be a 
young person in 
France ? Research 
information 
about.fashion, 
interests, music etc.  

Use a French accent and 
compose simple 
sentences. Write and 
read about themselves  
My name is…I am 
…years old. I live with 
….My favourite food is… 
My favourite clothes… 
Listen to Chenille again, 
compare with their 
understanding at the 
start of the year. 
What is Bastille Day and 
why is it celebrated? 
 Yr.4 – to explain. 
Evaluate French this 
year – personal 
progress, what worked 
well, what could be 
improved or changed. 

Main 
resource 
material in 
school, on 
SharePoint 
or on the 
internet. 
 

CC on Sharepoint/file 
Mon Ane DVD Twinkl  
Book – Chenille Qui Fait 
Des Trous – SharePoint 
(The Hungry Caterpillar) 
 

Catherine Cheater on 
SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Take 10 E Francais 

CC on SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languges 
Book – Chenille Qui Fait 
Des Trous 



                                                                                               
                                                                                                       WILLOW CLASS YEAR B   YEARS 3 AND YEAR 4 
 
Programme Bonjour mon ami Famille/Noel Ecole/Mon corps/ visage Bon Appetit/Pacques Le Temps/vetements  Tout sur moi 
What are 
the main 
areas and 
skills we 
need to 
cover? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do we 
want to 
learn about 
France? 
Culture 
history  
food etc 
Yr.4 to  
support 
Yr.3 

Greetings  
Respond to simple 
questions and 
instructions 
Know how to say you 
don’t understand Je ne 
comprends pas 
Yr. 3 - numbers to 20  
Yr.4 - numbers to 30 
Colours   
Songs – Greeting songs  
Basic food vocabulary 
 
 
Why learn French? 
Geography – look at a 
map to find France, 
name the capital city 
etc. 
Differences in how 
people greet each other. 
 

Remember a sequence of 
spoken words 
Review numbers  
Introduce more colours 
Family – who do you live 
with? Yr.3- pets Yr. 4 – ages 
Noel –  basic Christmas 
vocabulary – focus on 
Christmas traditions 
Christmas French Songs –  
Petit Papa Noël etc. 
 
 
 
Where is French spoken in 
the world? Look at a map of 
Europe and the world.. 
Christmas- similarites and 
differences between  French 
and English traditions 
 

Discriminate sounds and 
identify meaning when 
vocabulary is repeated. 
Learn some basic 
vocabulary linked to school, 
reviewing numbers, colours 
and food. 
Yr.3 - parts of the body 
song – ‘Tete, epaules, 
genoux et orteils’. 
Yr 4 – parts of the face 
 
 
 
What is the currency in 
France? Euro Day – Euro 
was introduced on 1st Jan 
99. Year 4 – to explain. 
General similarities and 
differences with a focus on 
school, food and family life. 
 

Ask and answer simple 
questions with correct 
intonation. Set up a 
French café. Introduce 
new vocab.  Act out an 
English person asking to 
speak slowly  Yr 3 -Je suis 
Anglais/e un peu lentment 
s’il vous plait Yr.4 –order 
food and drink - un coca 
cola s’il vous plait? 
Easter vocabulary 
 
 
Why do people want to 
visit France? Main 
attractions/food/culture 
and historical events. 
Pupils/teachers own 
experiences.  
Easter in France. 
   

Sing songs from 
memory. La Chanson 
Des Listes (weather 
song) Yr.3 –days of the 
week Yr 4 - months of 
the year and seasons-
display the words in the 
classroom the date 
Weather – different 
types/weather chart 
Types of clothing- noun 
/adjective (mas/fem) 
 
 
What is it like to be a 
young person in 
France ? Research 
information about.the 
latest fashion, 
interests, music etc. 

Speak clearly and 
confidently. Write and 
read about themselves  
My name is…I am 
…years old. I live with 
….My favourite food is… 
My favourite clothes… 
Yr4 – compare with what 
they did in Yr.3. Look at 
the progress they have 
made. Yr3 – keep for 
Yr.4 to compare. 
 
 
What have we learnt 
about France? 
Evaluate French this 
year – personal 
progress, what worked 
well, what could be 
improved or changed. 

Main 
resource 
material in 
school, on 
SharePoint 
or on the 
internet 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl  
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/in a file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
Take 10 

CC on SharePoint/file 
Twinkl 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
Take 10 

        
       BY THE END OF YEAR 3, MOST CHILDREN SHOULD BE ABLE TO:  
 

a) Greet and introduce themselves, and ask for someone’s name and age 
b) Count to 20 
c) Name the days of the week 
d) Name several parts of the body – head, shoulders, knees and toes! 
e) Name common colours  -blue, green, yellow, red, orange, black, white 
f) Name several types of food (see Chenille book) 
g) Name several items of clothing (see Je m’habille) 
h) Compose orally simple sentences or ask questions involving the above – eg ‘What day is it today?’  ‘Today is Wednesday’. 
i) Make reasonable attempt at a French accent (ie adapt their accent) 
j) Be able to understand someone explaining any of the above at a slow speaking pace 
k) Read simple French sentences based on the above or from a familiar text. 



l) Write sentences based on the above, or in the context of a familiar text.  
    m)     Know how to say they don’t understand (Je ne comprends pas)/please speak slowly (un peu lentment s’il vous plait)/I am English (Je suis Anglais/e) 
 
       BY THE END OF YEAR 4, MOST CHILDREN SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO ALL YEAR 3 EXPECTATIONS AND: 
 

a) Describe who is in family and age of brothers and sisters 
b) Count to 30 
c) Name months of the year and seasons 
d) Name and describe parts of the face 
e) Name more food and drink and make a simple order in a café - eg un coca cola s’il vous plait? 
f) Describe the weather 
g) Compose orally simple sentences or ask questions involving the above – eg ‘What’s the weather like?’  ‘Today it’s snowing’. 
h) Continue to improve their French accent (ie appreciation of phonic differences – eg g and j) 
i) Be able to understand someone explaining any of the above at a moderate pace 
j) Read simple French sentences based on the above or from a familiar text. 
k) Write sentences based on the above, or in the context of a familiar text, showing some awareness of noun/adjective agreement (mas/fem) 
l) Ask how something is spelt (comment ca s’ecrit), please can you help me (pouvez-vous m’aidez?) 

 
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                OAK CLASS YEAR A   YEARS 5 AND 6 
 
Programme Que sasi-je en francais? Je voudrais….. En Ville Les Passetemps Quelle Heure est-il? Lettre/Transition 
What are 
the main 
areas and 
skills we 
need to 
cover? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do we 
want to 
learn about 
France? 
Culture 
history  
food etc 
Yr.5 to  
support  
Yr,6 

What have we learnt?  
Review numbers up to 
30 and higher, colours 
greetings, talk about 
themselves and family. 
Review the noun 
adjective agreement 
(mas/fem). What do they 
want to learn/revisit? 
Make a list and look at it 
at the end of the year. 
What do we like/not like 
about learning Fench? 
Review where France is, 
capital city etc. 
Differences in how 
people greet each other 
and say goodbye etc. 
 

Ask someone to repeat 
something – pouvez vous 
repetez ca s’il vous plait? 
Say something they would 
like - Je voudrais…..link to 
food and drink in a café and 
Christmas food and presents. 
Read a short text about 
Christmas, showing familiar 
and unfamiliar language. 
 
What different religions are in 
France? What festivals are 
important in France ? 
Christmas- similarites and 
differences between  French 
and English traditions. 
 

Understand and give 
simple directions. Talk 
about where they live. 
Vocabulary for places. 
Describe nouns using 
comparatives (assez, tres, 
and noun/adjective 
agreement) 
Write simple instructions 
linked to their home. 
Numbers in multiples of 10. 
What is special about 
France? What famous 
people live or lived in 
France? What are the main 
attractions? Who has been 
there and what did you see 
and enjoy doing? 

Listen to a short story or 
poem and identify key 
words and phrases. Yr6 – 
understand more complex 
phrases and read aloud to 
Yr 5.  
Learn vocab for sports and 
hobbies. Prepare a short 
talk about their interests. 
Review numbers in 
multiples of 10 up to 100. 
 What are the main 
festivals/traditions in 
France? 
Is there a Royal family? 
How is the county run? 
What do Yr.4 remember 
about Bastille Day? 
 

Tell the time – hour/half 
hour. Recap days of 
the week – link with 
sports – at ten o’clock, 
I play tennis, On 
Tuesdays I swim.  
Write sentences 
showing the noun/verb 
and noun/adjective 
agreement. Review 
months and seasons. 
What is it like to be a 
young person in 
France ? Research 
information about.the 
latest fashion, 
interests, music etc. 
Prepare for FRENCH 
DAY ? Or do it every 
other year ?  

Yr.5 - letter to a friend 
Yr.6 – to Kings? Write all 
about themselves, where 
they live, their interests 
and hobbies etc. Yr6 – 
compare with what they 
wrote in Yr.5. Look for 
progress. Yr5 – keep for 
Yr.6. Look at the list they 
made at the start of the 
year and review areas. 
Review differences with 
a focus on school, food 
and family life. 
Evaluate French this 
year – progress, what 
worked well, what could 
be improved or changed. 
FRENCH DAY? See  
Year B. 

Main 
resource 
material in 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 



school, on 
SharePoint 
or on the 
internet 

Twinkl  Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary  

Twinkl   Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Twinkl    Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Twinkl      Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Twinkl     Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Twinkl      Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

 
OAK CLASS YEAR B    YEARS 5 AND 6 

 
Programme J’adore le Français  La Famille, Les Animaux! A L’Ecole Vacances Quelle heure est-il? Lettre/Transition 
What are 
the main 
areas and 
skills we 
need to 
cover? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What have we learnt?  
Review numbers up to 
30 and higher, colours 
greetings, talk about 
themselves and family. 
Review the noun 
adjective agreement 
(mas/fem). What do they 
want to learn/revisit? 
Make a list and look at it 
at the end of the year to 
review what was 
covered. 

Say and write sentences 
about their life. Review 
vocabulary for the family, 
pets and adjectives to 
describe themselves. 
Song - La Famille Souris  
Do short presentations to a 
partner – ask each other 
questions. Ask to repeat 
something ‘pouvez vous 
repetez ca s’il vous plait?’ 
 

Describe a picture of a 
French school. Review 
vocab linked to school. 
Daily routine at school – 
subjects, favourite times of 
the day and food.  Recap 
songs – date, days of 
week, time.  Counting to 
100 in 10’s and higher.  
Yr.6 - show some 
awareness of verb 
conjugation for avoir and 
etre.-  if ready for this 
   

Speak with increasing 
confidence, improving the 
accuracy of their 
pronunciation and accent. 
Review holiday vocab. 
Talk about a holiday. Yr 5 
– write a list of what to 
take  Yr.6 -  write a 
postcard explaining what 
they did.  – introduce 
some connectives - et, 
mais, parce que, aussi – if 
ready for this 

Tell the time – hour/half 
hour. Recap days of 
the week, months and 
seasons. Look at a 
weather chart and 
explain the weather. 
Do a weather forecast 
to a partner. Write 
sentences showing the 
noun/verb and 
noun/adjective 
agreement.  

Yr.5 - letter to a friend 
Yr.6 – to Kings? Write all 
about themselves, where 
they live, their interests 
and hobbies etc. Yr6 – 
compare with what they 
wrote in Yr.5. Look for 
progress. Yr.5 – keep for 
Yr.6.  
Look at the list they 
made at the start of the 
year and review areas 
which were covered. 

What do we 
want to 
learn about 
France? 
Culture 
history  
food etc 
Yr.5 to  
support 
Yr.6 

What do we like/not like 
about learning Fench? 
Review where France is, 
capital city etc. 
Differences and 
similarities between the 
French culture and ours. 
. 
 
 

How can you get to France 
from England ? Look at the 
different ways, length of 
travel and rules about taking 
pets.  
Christmas in France – sing 
some Christmas songs and 
carols. 

What is special about 
France? What famous 
people live or lived in 
France? What are the main 
attractions? Who has been 
there and what did you 
see? 
 

What questions do you 
have about France? 
Research with a partner. 
Is there a Royal family? 
How is the county run? 
How is it different and 
similar to the UK? 
 

Prepare for a FRENCH 
DAY after half term. 
Research information 
about.the latest music, 
what they wear and 
bring to eat etc.,Yr. 5 – 
make a list yr.6 – write 
a note to go home 
using some French. 

Have a FRENCH DAY  
Dress up, have a French 
banquet, play French 
music etc. 
Evaluate French this 
year – personal 
progress, what worked 
well, what could be 
improved or changed. 

Main 
resource 
material in 
school, on 
SharePoint 
or on the 
internet 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 
Twinkl  Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 
Twinkl   Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 
Twinkl    Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

. Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 
Twinkl      Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 
Twinkl     Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

Catherine Cheater  on 
SharePoint 
Twinkl      Take 10 
Lightbulb languages 
Talk in French 
French dictionary 

 
 In Oak Class in the last half term, a special French Day will take place either every year or every other year, depending upon other theme days and activities taking place. 
 It will be carefully planned by the children and will include dressing up in French clothes, eating French food, playing French music, dancing and playing traditional French games. 
 This will be excellent way to asses what they have learnt in their lessons, including French culture and traditions. It is hoped that this will enthuse them to learn more French! 
 
       
       BY THE END OF YEAR 5, MOST CHILDREN SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO ALL EXPECTATIONS AT Y4 and 3, AS WELL AS: 
 



a) Understand and say numbers in multiples of 10 up to 100 
b) Describe nouns using comparatives (assez, tres, and noun/adjective agreement) 
c) Say something they would like Je voudrais…..Ask what someone else would like. 
d) Describe places in their town/village 
e) Explain what they/others like/dislike to do in free time using correct verb conjugation 
f) Tell the time to the nearest hour/half hour 
g) Compose a letter giving details of family, pastimes, with correct subj/adjective agreement 
h)  Use a clear French accent for common words and phrases, and continue to attempt an appropriate accent for less familiar words 
i) Be able to understand someone using familiar words or phrases at a good pace 
j) Read simple French sentences based on the above or from a familiar text. 
k) Write sentences based on the above, or in the context of a familiar text, showing some awareness of noun/adjective, or noun/verb agreement 

       l)     Ask someone to repeat something – pouvez vous repetez ca s’il vous plait? 
 
      BY THE END OF YEAR 6, MOST CHILDREN SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO ALL Y3,4,5 EXPECTATIONS, AS WELL AS: 
 

a) Explain daily routine at school, and favourite subjects 
b) Describe characters 
c) Show some awareness of verb conjugation for avoir and etre –if ready for this 
d) Use some connectives correctly to form longer sentences 
e) Write a letter to introduce themselves 
f) Speak with growing fluency with an understandable French accent 

 
 In the National Curriculum, pupils in Key Stage 2 should be taught to: 

▪ listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding (MFL 1-9) 

▪ explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words (MFL1) 

▪ engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* (MFL5,7,9) 

▪ speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures (MFL 6,9) 

▪ develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* (MFL2) 

▪ present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences (MFL10) 

▪ read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing (MFL12) 

▪ appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language (MFL1, 12) 

▪ broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary (MFL 7 – need to ensure 

dictionary work is included in this) 

▪ write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly (MFL13) 

▪ describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing (MFL10) 

▪ understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key 

features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. (MFL6) 



 



 
 
 
 


