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                                                 Half Term Newsletter. 
Friday 14th October 2022 

 
Believing and Achieving Together to be the Best We Can Be! 

 
Dates for Diary 
 
October 
Friday 21st October – Civic Award Cake Sale  
 
Monday 24th – Friday 28th – Half Term Break 
 
November 
Tuesday 8th November - Glow in the dark dodgeball evening 
Friday 11th November – Service of Remembrance 
Friday 18th November – Children in Need Day 
Monday 28th November – Tempest Individual Photos 
 
December 
Wednesday 7th December - Dogs Trust workshops  
Wednesday 14th December – PTFA Christmas Fayre 
 
Christmas Shows 
Friday 9th December – Christingle Service 2.30pm 
Monday 12th December – 3.30pm – KS1/EYFS Nativity 
Wednesday 14th December – 10am – KS1/EYFS Nativity (repeat performance) 
Friday 16th December – Carol Service 2.30pm 
 

Cake Sale – Today - Friday 21st October                                                                       

Please come and support 2 of our Oak students who are holding a cake sale as part 

of their civic award with the proceeds going to Cancer Research. This will be from 

3.30pm in the lower site playground. 

Singing Lessons - next half term! 
We have had a great uptake for this, but there is still some space if your child is 

interested.  We have the opportunity to offer singing lessons with a private tutor who 

can come in on a Monday afternoon during the school day.  The tutor is very 

experienced, working across a number of schools including Kings. Please contact 

the office if you would like your child to take part. 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Happy Hazel Class 
Hard to believe that our little people have already done half a term in the FSU. They 
are all such wonderful children and are excellent at showing kind hands, kind feet 
and saying kind words. 
 

 
Each day we have a Special Helper who does certain jobs and the prayer before 
lunch. They are awarded with a treat from the famous purple pot. They have worked 
so hard at learning our phonics, trying to write our names and looking for shapes and 
numbers in our local environment. We all love to listen to stories and act them out in 
the hall, pretending to be different characters. We are making a chronology human 
timeline and have added photos of ourselves or of our families. We are looking 
forward to the rest of the term and the magic of Christmas in Hazel Class.   

 
  

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Maple News                                                                                                                                     

Maple Class have had a great half term settling into new routines. We have been 

learning about animals and putting them into groups depending on whether they are 

mammals, amphibians, birds, fish or reptiles. We have also been contrasting Tipton 

St. John with the area of Kampong Ayer in Brunei. The children have been on a field 

trip around the village and drawn their own maps. They have found out about the 

village on stilts in the Brunei River and we have talked about things that are similar 

and different. We have also looked at the rainforest in Brunei and learnt about the 

animals that live in the different layers. You might like to ask your child to tell you 

about the four layers. During our art lessons we have been looking at artists who use 

nature in their work. We looked at Andy Goldsworthy and then made our own 

temporary art sculptures. Here are a few the children made together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had lots of fun on languages day being the country of France. We found out lots 

of facts about France. We made flags, learnt the song Frere Jacques and tasted 

some yummy food.  
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Willow News                                                                                                                             

What a wonderful few weeks of Forest School we have had with Mrs Kilbride this 

term. Willow class have really amazed us with their wonderful teamwork and the 

wide range of new skills they have acquired. Every week, Mrs Kilbride has 

introduced us to different activities and the children embraced them all with 

enthusiasm. We built campfires to toast marshmallows, make popcorn and even 

cook sausages! We have tried building dens, sawing logs and have made the most 

amazing bird boxes that will soon be hung in the Forest School area. 

The children have been full of enthusiasm throughout this half term and we are very 
proud of all of the effort they have put in to Forest School. We can’t wait for the next 
block of sessions with Mrs Kilbride! 
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Oak Class 
Oak class have settled in well to the new term and the new faces eased seamlessly 
into our everyday routines, learning to laugh and enjoy themselves whilst also 
working hard. 
We have looked at the Lifecycle of plants, enjoyed a fantastic day at Budleigh as part 
of our science, geography and art units of work and performed really well with their 
individual running challenges.  
In RE we were fortunate enough to have five sessions walking through the stories of 
the Old Testament -  getting to dress up and learn actions to each story.  
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Feniton New Head of School Appointed                                                                                                     

As Mr Butler reaches his final half term break before his retirement at the end of the 

autumn term, we have the good news that, this week, a new Head of School at 

Feniton has been appointed to replace Mrs Fulford, who will be stepping into the role 

of Executive Head for the Otter Valley Federation from January. We are very 

fortunate to be welcoming Mrs Sarah Evans who has experience in leading and 

developing the curriculum across a number of schools in Somerset. 

PTFA News                                                                                                                                       

With the festivities of Christmas fast approaching, the PTFA are already busy 

planning the Christmas fair. This year we are hoping to make the raffle bigger and 

better than ever before, with some unique and lovely gifts to win. So are you, or any 

family members, part of a local business that would be happy to donate a voucher, a 

hamper, a contribution to a hamper or even an experience? Then please email 

Jennie at jenniearthur7223@gmail.com giving details of what you can offer, no 

matter how big or small. Or perhaps you're a keen baker who can bake a cake, or a 

keen gardener who can offer a couple of hours gardening. With difficult fundraising 

times over the last few years, your support is needed now more than ever! 

Many thanks, 

The PTFA 

Clubs                                                                                                                                              

Running Club has now finished for this term but Drama Club continues on 

Mondays starting 31st October. 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:jenniearthur7223@gmail.com
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Sidmouth Science Festival                                                                                         

Well done Year 6 for being highly commended in this year’s science competition. 

The Judges’ comments: Really Fun individually designed robots with personality. 

School Values 

Thank you to all who gave their ideas for our school values. There were lots of really 

thoughtful and inspiring ideas.  We will be using everyone’s contributions to help us 

condense them into 5 core values.  We will let you know more next half term! 

Sidmouth Library Half term  
Please see below for an event that is happening in Sidmouth Library this half term. 
 
Spooky Stories for Children 
Saturday 29th October 10am to 11 am 
Join Storyteller Janet for some spooky tales.   
Bring along a picture of your own ghost.  
Suitable for children ages 5 - 10 years old 
Booking in advance is essential. 
FREE event, but suggested donation of £1 per ticket. 
 
Governors Required! 
 
If you are interested in helping to support our school in being the best it can be, then 
do consider becoming a Governor.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn more 
about how the school operates, and a tremendous way to help develop the whole 
school community.  The principle commitment would entail a few Monday evening 
meetings each term.   Our Governing Board works across both schools in the Otter 
Valley Federation (Feniton and Tipton).  If you would be interested, please contact 
the office for more information. 
 
Have a good half term 
 
Kind regards Pete Button 
 
 
 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/

