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 Parent Spring Term Newsletter. 

Friday 8th April  2022 
 

Believing and Achieving Together to be the Best We Can Be! 
 

Dates for Diary 
 
April  
Friday 8th – Last day of Spring Term 
Friday 8th – Easter Service 
Monday 25th – First day of Summer Term 
 
May                                                                                                                                        

WB 9th May – Year 6 SATS Week         

PTFA News  

A huge thank you to everyone to came along and supported the PTFA Easter egg 
hunt and raffle on Monday. We raised just over £100! So thank you if you donated an 
egg, baked cakes, or helped run the event. A special thank you to Maggie for her 
homemade Easter cake, which was raffled off to a lucky winner!  
There are still some unclaimed eggs from the raffle, so if you had the ticket numbers 
209, 246, 286 or 287, then let the office know and we’ll make sure you get your 
prize.  
 
Covid Parent Update 
 
These are the latest guidelines from the government. 

1 - Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high 

temperature or feel unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 

people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities and they no longer 

have a high temperature 

2 - Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should 

stay at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, 

college or childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well 

enough to attend 

3 - Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid 

contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For 

children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days 
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Hall and Scott Easter Egg Competition 
 
Thank you for all the wonderful entries to our Easter Egg Hunt, the children all did 
such a fabulous job. 
  
We have picked the best 11 egg designs that are going to be distributed around the 
shops of Ottery St Mary each with a letter on.  Find the 11 letters, make the word 
and bring it into our office for an egg.  I have attached a form that the children can 
use, we will also have them available in our Ottery St Mary office 
  
Many thanks 
Nicky and the Hall and Scott Team 
 

Hazel Class 

There is never a dull moment in Hazel Class, especially when our theme has been 
about fairy stories and traditional tales. We have loved acting out the stories and 
dressing up as different characters. It has been fun creating our own happy endings 
but Mrs Garrick always said that they lived….happily ever squashed banana! We are 
in the process of changing our fairy tale role play area into an Easter writing gift shop 
and will make an Easter tree and tuff tray garden. 

We had a wonderful day at Tipton Playing Fields, performing nature studies and 
playing in the park. We love to learn flower and tree names and have had fun 
growing our broad beans. We think they will grow more if we sing and dance in front 
of them. 

We are all very caring towards each other in the FSU and the Special Helper always 
does a prayer before lunchtime and reminds us to have kind hands, kind feet and 
say kind words. 
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Maple Class 
 
It has been a fun and wonderful time in Maple Class. We have all improved in our 
reading and Maths, becoming really confident learners. We really enjoyed our 
learning all about Dragons and No-Bot The Robot in our Literacy. DT and Art have 
been very enjoyable lessons for Maple Class - enjoying doing our printing, based on 
The Wave, and FINALLY making our own vehicle that can carry an animal. Well 
done to all of the children for their improved creativity! What a wonderful bunch you 
are!!!  
Maple Class have been fantastic in PE - improving their balance, co-ordination and 
dance. They've done doth the 'drum run' and the 'beep test' a few times - and 
absolutely love it! Their fitness is incredible! Year 1 and 2 have also really impressed 
me with their Coding, which appears to be one of their absolute favourite subjects. If 
you ever need children to programme Little Red Riding Hood to walk through a wood 
or need help making sure the Princess escapes from the Evil Queen - Maple Class 
can help! I am so proud of the hard work you've put into everything this term. 
 
Here are just a few pictures of our wonderful printing! I'm sorry I can't put them all on 
the bulletin! 
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Willow Class 
 
Willow have really enjoyed themselves this half term, exploring sound and how it is 
made, and finding out about electricity and how a circuit works.  The pupils remarked 
that the best history lesson ever was learning about the battle of Marathon and how 
it compared with what is going on in Russia and Ukraine at the moment.    The 
biggest success has been in the progress in reading and every pupil in the class has 
improved.  We have introduced certificates, gold, silver and bronze, for the number 
of books read.    Writing is not far behind with wonderful booklets being made and 
using Mimi and the Dragon and a non-fiction book about Wheels to inspire the 
writing of a non-fiction text.  In maths we have kept our tables and mental agility up 
to date, focused on multiplication and division, and won the battle of fractions! 
We have learnt to sing various songs and played musical instruments to accompany 
basic tunes.  Our art lessons have been interesting, focusing on the movements 
depicted on Greek urns and making leaf prints.  The new chrome books have made 
our ICT lessons interesting and fun, allowing pupils to work at their own speed.   The 
fun week was science week where we learnt much about growth, even looking for 
signs of spring on a day when the weather forecast was totally wrong!  It did not stop 
raining by lunchtime!  Our PE has been tag rugby and swimming, but we have just 
had time to fit in a bit of netball, athletics and gymnastics.   
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Oak Class 
 
As usual another hectic term - Despite being decimated with an outbreak of covid 
within the class the children have completed so much. From a sporting perspective 
they got through to the East Devon finals of netball and in the ensuing finals 
managed to win the Plate Competition. In the first ever girls football tournament held 
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at Kings our team finished a creditable 3rd.  Both netball and football teams were 
outstanding with both their sense of fun and sportsmanship. 
The children have just completed a mock SATs week - preparing the Year 6 for what 
lies ahead in May and the Year 5 children getting an insight into what is in store for 
them next year. Again a great effort and attitude by all. 
For science week we looked at 'Growth', focusing on our mind and body and of 
course worms! 
We asked what was their purpose? Along with how we can keep healthy by creating 
our own outdoor gym using what nature has provided for us. 
Many of the Year 6 children took part in a 6 week mini-police course - where they 
looked at the role of the police both nationally and locally and how they could help 
their local community - their passing out parade was in the form of an assembly in 
front of the school. 
They also had great fun learning about crime and punishment throughout history - 
making their own guillotine and being put into the stocks. 
We said goodbye to Mr Hood as he pursues a career in teaching, the children 
enjoyed working with him over the last term and would like to wish him good luck in 
becoming a teacher. 
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Wow – what a term, with special visitors in our last week!  The children have done so 
well, in spite of Covid, working so hard and living lives to the full. Well done to our 
whole school community, and we look forward to a Summer term ahead! 
 
Have a wonderful Easter Break. 
 
Kind regards  
Pete Button 
 
Head of School 
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