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Believing and Achieving Together to be the Best We Can Be 

 
There are four main purposes to this policy: 

• To establish an entitlement for all pupils; 

• To establish expectations for teachers of this subject; 

• To promote continuity and coherence across the school; 

• To state the school’s approaches to this subject in order to promote public, and 

particularly parents’ and carers’, understanding of the curriculum. 

 

Rationale: 

At Tipton St John Primary School, we believe that literacy and communication are key 

life skills and that a quality text- rich diet is at the heart of this. Through the English 

curriculum, we will help children develop the skills and knowledge that will enable them 

to communicate effectively and creatively through spoken and written language and 

equip them with the skills to become lifelong learners. We want children to enjoy and 

appreciate literature and its rich variety. 

Literacy is at the heart of all children’s learning. It enables children to communicate 

with others effectively for a variety of purposes. As literacy is central to children’s 

intellectual, emotional and social development it has an essential role across the 

curriculum and helps pupils’ learning to be coherent and progressive. 

The National Curriculum (2014) clearly states that teaching the English language is an 

essential, if not the most essential role of a primary school, which our school whole-

heartedly agrees with. 

Literacy skills of reading, writing and speaking provide the doorway for most other 

aspects of learning and inter-relating.  Literacy skills provide opportunities for immense 

pleasure and enjoyment as well as giving pupils a voice.  

 
Expectations: 

 

Intent: 

The school aims to: 

• Ensure that all staff are confident about how to teach literacy in our school. 

• Ensure that all staff are consistent with their approach to teaching literacy. 

• Ensure that staff regularly plan and teach from good quality texts. 

• provide a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for all pupils; 

• meet the requirements of the National Curriculum 14  programmes of study; 

• Ensure full coverage of National Curriculum 14 in ways which allow children to 

employ literacy skills readily and confidently across a range of subjects.  

• promote literacy as an essential skill in today’s world, yet also one that provides 

a great pleasure to many. 

• develop children’s vocabulary by giving them opportunities to hear a rich variety 

of language 

 



• provoke an appreciation of the work of different authors, poets, playwrites and 

speakers. 

• develop a learner’s ability to have fun with language creatively and to share in 

performance and performing. 

• build pupils’ confidence by creating an “I can do this” ethos in the classroom and 

an acceptance that everybody’s strengths make a contribution. 

• encourage pupils to work independently and with others. 

 

The pupil expectation is: 

• By the completion of the Foundation Stage most pupils will have been assessed 

as having met the ELGs for literacy in the 40 to 60 months descriptors relating 

to reading, writing and speaking. 

• By the end of Key Stage 1 most pupils to have mastery of the NC 2014 key 

statements. (KS1) (summary of statutory requirements) Some children will have 

a deeper mastery. 

• By the end of Key Stage 1, all pupils to have passed the Statutory Phonics 

Screen and have working knowledge of the 44 sound system for graphemes and 

phonemes 

• By the end of Key Stage 2 most pupils to have mastery of the NC 2014 key 

statements. (KS2) (summary of statutory requirements) Some children will have 

a deeper mastery. 

• For all children to be regularly employing their literacy skills in all areas of the 

curriculum.  

 

Implementation: 

 

Entitlement and curriculum provision: 

During the foundation stage, our aim is for pupils to cover a broad curriculum that leads 

towards achieving the relevant ELGs. 

From Year 1, all pupils have a dedicated literacy lesson every day.  In Key Stage 1, 

lessons last about 45 minutes and 50 to 60 minutes in Key Stage 2.   

This amounts to 18 per cent and 21 per cent at Key Stage 1 and 2 respectively. 

Within KS1, there are designated slots for the teaching of phonics outside of the 

literacy lesson.  This is also the case for guided reading and for spelling in KS2. 

 

Teaching and Learning – The Literacy Lesson 

 

Literacy lessons in KS1 and KS2 follow a teaching sequence model based around a core 

text.  Lessons will be focusing around Imitating (learning from the core text), 

Innovating (producing written or spoken work that is closely linked to the core text) or 

Inventing (applying key skills from the sequence within an independent project).   

In the majority of lessons, children will be paying close attention to Grammar objectives, 

either through studying text extracts, applying learnt skills or proof reading own work.  

Grammar teaching is supported through the No Nonsense Grammar resource material. 

 

A large focus in literacy is on the appreciation and enjoyment of high quality written 

language, through book talk and discussion, where language can be celebrated and 

reader’s reactions identified and unpicked.  Children are encouraged to read and re-read 

core texts and texts by similar authors.  

 



Pupils are encouraged to work in mixed-ability pairings and groupings, particularly for 

planning and discussion activities.  From this, children who struggle with the mechanics 

of writing and spelling are included and enabled to fully engage and demonstrate their 

language and grammar skills.  

 

Pupils are given frequent opportunity to evaluate and discuss their work, considering the 

progress they have made towards given success criteria.  They are able to discuss the 

effects that their choices may have on a reader and as they move up through the school, 

will be able to demonstrate strong decision making in their writing.  

 

Teaching and Learning – Handwriting: 

Children in FSU are taught correct letter formation for individual printed font.   

In Key Stage One, children begin to make simple joins, often in combination with the 

learning of specific phonemes to support spelling targets.  

In Lower Key Stage Two, children may progress to a Handwriting Pen, when they are 

demonstrating correct and consistent joining.  

In Upper Key Stage Two, the vast majority of children should be joining correctly and 

consistently.  A personal ‘style’ may be beginning to develop at this stage, but should 

remain controlled in form.  

 

Teaching and Learning – Spelling: 

Children in Key Stage 1 follow Phonics Play initially, to support grapheme-phoneme 

correspondence for reading and writing.  Throughout the whole school, No Nonsense 

Spelling is available, as a two year rolling cycle, ensuring that the NC14 spelling 

curriculum is fully delivered.  Children record their spelling activities in a Spelling 

Journal, and in some classes in their literacy books.  

Spelling is further supported in classwork and homework, through the learning of key 

spellings using online programme Spelling Frame.   

 

Teaching and Learning – Reading: 

In addition to initial Phonics schemes, children regularly take part in Guided Reading 

activities, where they have opportunity to discuss comprehension of texts in more detail.  

All children are expected to read out loud individually at home three times a week as 

part of their homework.  

In KS2, children are expected to show more independent appreciation of their reading, 

being able to reflect on the books they read for pleasure, and develop their favourite 

authors and genres.   

Guided Reading is supported through the use of Rethink Reading resource material.  

Developing a love of Reading for Enjoyment is a key focus in our school.  Each classroom 

has a well-stocked book area.  In addition, teachers read aloud at least 3 times weekly 

from a carefully chosen text.  Texts are chosen that children will enjoy, but that will 

also extend and develop children’s vocabulary. 

 

Teaching and Learning GaPS: 

Teaching sequences from Babcock LDP form the basis of class teaching.  Grammar 

objectives are fully incorporated into the sequences and are embedded into spoken and 

written work.  

 

Teaching and Learning - Inclusion and SEND Provision 

Universal Quality First Teaching is key for all pupils.  Therefore, all pupils are included 

in the daily literacy lessons and have experience of direct, interactive and lively teaching 



appropriate for their age and stage of development.  All children have access to key 

spelling/phoneme/word lists for written work.  

The following resources are used regularly and are available as appropriate in all 

classrooms: 

• individual whiteboards and pens 

• word banks 

• THRASS charts or other phonics support sheets 

• Working walls 

• Key High frequency word lists 

• Phoneme frames 

• Differentiated reading books (by colour band/phonics phase) 

• HI-LO reading books 

• Each classroom has its own ‘library area’ with suitable books for the cohort – 

though children in KS2 also share a larger library area.  

 

Wherever resources are appropriate, classrooms have sufficient without the need to 

share with others. 

 

During the introduction session, teachers use a mixture of questions directed at the 

whole class and some questions pitched specifically at particular groups or individuals 

within the class, in order to ensure the involvement of all pupils. Occasionally, it may be 

appropriate for some children to work in a separate small group in the whole class 

session.  

Teachers leave sufficient “thinking time” after questions and use a balance of open and 

closed questions. 

All teachers are fully aware of the varying strands of literacy, knowing that a child 

struggling with transcription etc, with support and scribing, can produce powerful work 

of a high grammatical, linguistic and creative standard.  No children are allowed to feel 

that they are ‘not good’ writers for struggling in specific areas.   

 

Some children require extra support with phonics, reading and spelling.  Teacher and TA 

provision is made within the Literacy Lesson or in addition to it, where TRUGS games 

and other online activities are used to support.   

 

Some children require extra support with fine-motor skills such as handwriting.  A 

trained member of staff provides Funfit and Hi-5 interventions to help develop the core 

stabilities required.  

 

Our approach to Assessment and recording 

(Refer to the school policies for assessment and recording.) 

 

The learning environment 

Classrooms are stimulating learning environments.  Displays contain a mixture of: 

• Exemplary sentences and vocabulary 

• Grammar prompts 

• Spelling strategies 

• Text plans and story maps 

• Questions about the text 

• Children’s work 

 

 



Transition 

Teachers’ records are transferred to the next class teacher in order to support planning 

and future work and also to help teachers set work 

For those pupils moving class, teachers should aim to discuss each pupil’s attainment and 

progress with their existing teacher at the end of the summer term. 

 

Homework 

(Refer to the school policies for homework.) 

 

Leadership and management roles 

The literacy subject leaders are responsible for supporting the development of 

effective teaching across the school. 

The main roles are to: 

• teach demonstration lessons; 

• ensure that teachers are familiar with current curriculum developments and 

initiatives. 

• prepare, organise and lead training, with the support of the head of school; 

• support the head of school in carrying out audits and agreeing an action plan with 

staff and the governing body; 

• work co-operatively with the SEN co-ordinator in providing advice and support to 

staff; 

• observe colleagues from time to time, with a view to identifying the support they 

need; 

• attend training to broaden their knowledge of literacy and literacy teaching. 

• discuss regularly with the head of school and Learning and Teaching committee 

(governors) the school’s progress in implementing the National Curriculum 2014.. 

 

How the subject is monitored and evaluated 

(Refer to the school policies for monitoring and self evaluation.) 

 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed annually in line with the school’s policy review programme.  

The subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee 

about the quality of its implementation and its impact on standards.  In the light of this, 

policy amendments may be made. 
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