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8th November 2019 
 
A trip down Memory Lane…by Miss Ingrouille 
 
I remember my Primary School very clearly.  It was a small, Victorian school in a rural 
hamlet on the edge of Abergavenny - Llantilio Pertholey.  That was our school, Llantilio 
Pertholey Primary School.  We had great teachers and a lovely family feel, but in the 
winter it was a tricky place to be.  Our playground was tiny, as temporary classrooms had 
been built onto the old Victorian site to accommodate our mixed age classes.  We had no 
hall to do PE or drama, and the toilets were outside!  As a child, I only remember 
disliking the smelly toilets, but as a teacher, I’m sure it was a tough place to work!   
 
All through Year 5, I remember talking about our big ideas for our school.  We were 
relocating to a new building closer to Abergavenny itself.  We looked at photographs, 
some children went to visit the building site, and we planned the things we could do 
together with our teachers.  We were SO excited when we heard that in September, we 
would be moving in.  
 
The day came and we were able to be in our new building.  I have clear visual memory of 
the colours of the railings, the paint lines on the school car park, the flowers in the 
bank, the flat green playing fields, the netball courts.  I can recall the smell of new 
carpets and fresh paint.  And I can remember being in Collective Worship in our own 
hall.  With our own wall bars!  
 
Nothing really felt different in the classes, which is surprising when I think back.  I think 
they were a bit smaller actually, as we had changed to a single class structure, taking on 
a few pupils from some small schools further afield which had sadly closed, but we 
weren’t quite full.  I just remember being so very, very proud of our new school.  
Previously, children in the town had called us ‘Llantilio Pathetic’.  We certainly weren’t 
that any more. 
 
And now… 
 
It seems strangely fitting that I should be in position as Head of School in a wonderful 
school that is looking towards a similar change!  
 
Returning briefly to another memory, I clearly recall my interview here 14 years ago with 
Mr Tuckett and Mrs Burnside, who I know many of you still remember.  I am so proud to 
be still a part of Tipton St John Primary School, and feel very privileged to have been 
part of this community for these years.   
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During my time here I have shared with staff, and for a period of time, governors, the 
trials and tribulations of securing the future of our school.  I remember being with 
Penny Burnside, Michael Tuckett and Caroline King talking about sites in Tipton St 
John.  I remember the excitement as projects seemed hopeful, and then the crash as yet 
another hitch was discovered in funding streams, highways, you name it – there was 
always a reason it didn’t work.  Eventually we sort of lost the ability to feel excited 
about the possibilities…the energy required to hope was needed in other areas of our 
work, as curriculums changed and pressures on schools mounted.   
 
And then, a couple of years ago, Thorne Farm came on the horizon, and after a LOT of 
work from a LOT of people, both site and funding seemed to be coming into alignment.   
 
I’ll be honest with you.  When I first heard of the location, I was gutted for the village 
and church.  This was not anybody’s first choice as a solution. There is still a huge part 
of me that is sad.  And I think that it would be wrong to feel otherwise.  Change is hard.  
Moving a school away from a community will incur grief.  That’s fair.  Even though I 
loved my new school building, I’m a romantic at heart, and would still go for a walk 
sometimes past the old build (now a residence) and remember our happy times there too.  
 
But then I have to think of the future.  I have to think of the trade-off.  I have to think 
about the longevity of the school buildings here, and how we best protect, retain and 
use the amazing skills we have as a school family – teachers, parents, children, friends 
(irrespective of the location).  What would a short term ‘win’ for the village cost our 
school in the long term?   
 
Tipton St John Primary School has been nurtured by this community and many amazing 
people over many years.  It’s hard, but perhaps now, we have to fly.  Please let us have a 
go. 
 
Please give us your support by giving your comment, following the link:  
 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/proposal-for-a-primary-school-and-associated-residential-
development-at-thorne-farm-ottery-st-mary/ 

 
 
Miss Ingrouille 
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