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          NEWSLETTER            October 2019 

A Message from  

Miss Ingrouille 

One of the many exciting parts of the Head of School 

position is being able to spend time with children across 

all classes in the School.  Over the past few weeks it has 

been a real pleasure to work with our Ethos Team 

children planning the Harvest events.  I’m sure that 

those of you who made it to the service will agree that 

they did a very good job, and many thanks to everyone 

who sent in contributions.  

The Tuesday after the service, I accompanied the 

children to Honiton Food Bank, where they helped the 

team sort and label all the produce ready for 

distribution.  Well done them for helping our community 

in this way! 

 

Don’t forget that today is our Bug-Fest day! The PTFA 

will be holding a bug-related sale after school to raise 

funds (along with the end of term cakes and 

refreshments). Please bring some money after school if 

you would like to buy some items for your child, or older 

children may like to bring some money with them in the 

morning to spend by themselves after school. 

 

Parking 

Parking is again an issue outside the school, particularly 

at the end of the school day.  

If you cannot park without blocking others in the car 

park, please either use the village car park opposite The 

Golden Lion in the village or the car park by the bus stop 

towards Fluxton. We would rather you parked a short 

walk away and were a few minutes late collecting your 

child than park dangerously with the risk of causing an 

accident. Please note the following: 

 There should be no parking on any of the bends 

or by the steps of the upper site.  

 Families should only cross the road using the 

allotted crossing points by the large wooden 

gate to get the upper site and to get to the 

car park; the crossing in front of the lower 

site. 

Please could we all work together 

to make drop off and collection 

safer! 

 

Class Updates 

Happy Hazel Class! 

All of the children have settled in really well into Hazel 

Class and are enjoying their learning and playing 

together. We have worked really hard to understand and 

demonstrate our nine core school values and the 

importance of having ‘kind hands, kind feet and kind 

words.’ 

Our theme is all about ourselves and our families. The 

children have brought in baby photographs and talked 

about how they are the same and different to each 

other. Each child has made a special memory box which 

they took home to fill with their personal family 

treasures.  

The three pet snails have kept us entertained and we 

have enjoyed cleaning them out and having snail races. 

We have loved making green slime and standing in it, 

even Mrs Burgess had a go! 
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Life is never dull in the Foundation Stage Unit. We try 

hard to have ‘indoor voices’ but sometimes this is not 

possible when we are having so much fun! 

 

 

Maple Class 

 

Firstly, a huge thank you to all the staff, children, 

parents and families who have made me feel particularly 

welcome at Tipton St John. I have been having a brilliant 

time in Maple class! 

Maple class have started the year with an admirable, 

positive and mature attitude to learning. It has been a 

pleasure to see their knowledge of number and place 

value grow so quickly in the first few weeks! The 

children have been working so hard in Maths every single 

lesson and it is a pleasure to see some budding 

Mathematicians emerge. The children's writing in 

Literacy has been improving, as they apply their 

phonetic knowledge to the words they want to write, and 

their writing stamina has increased dramatically! They 

are ALL such hard workers. 

Even though the children work so hard in the mornings, 

they still manage to have some energy left for our 

afternoon topics. The children's favourite appears to be 

studying Van Gough in Art with Mrs North and Mrs 

McNeil, and they have created some remarkable and 

dynamic pieces in paint, pastel and with crayons.  

The Year 1s in Maple, particularly, have adjusted very 

well to the new expectations for independent learning 

and having a go. It is a BIG jump from Hazel class to 

Maple class, and they have all settled in beautifully. I am 

proud of each and every one of them. The Year 2s have 

begun to understand the responsibility of being one of 

the older children in the class and how they might need 

to help the Year 1s out. 

A big well done to all of Maple for such a fabulous start 

to the year! Silent fireworks and silent marshmallow 

claps all around! 

Willow Class 

 

On 24th September Willow went to Mincinglake Valley 

Park in Exeter to an interactive climate change 

conference. 

Poppy said that first they found out about the perfect 

mix for food waste and how to make compost from it.  

Also, the waste can be made into a kind of soup and 

stored to capture the methane that is released from it 

which can be converted into energy.   She continued, 

“Next we went to the next activity, where we planted 

plugs of wild flower plants to attract bees, butterflies 

and other insects.  Not only are insects a very important 

part of the food chain, but also pollination of flowering 

plants is dependent on insects visiting them.”    Further, 

she went on to say, “finally, we had a competition to find 

all things on a list, like mushrooms, birds and trees.” 

“Previously, we learnt about too much carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere and how it can make people sick 

sometimes.  We learnt about the importance of trees to 

take the carbon dioxide in.” 

Seb has written about the games we played which taught 

us about air miles taken to get our food to our super 

markets and the energy used far outweighs the energy 

stored in the food.  Imogen referred to the burning of 

rubbish, industry and burning of forests in parts of the 

world and how the smoke pollutes the air.  Animals are 

being killed by the smoke, lack of habitat and food.   

Isla said, “We should all have electric cars because 

petrol and diesel cars put carbon emissions into the air 

but electric cars are partly self-charging and don’t have 

these emissions.  The temperature is gradually rising in 

degrees because of pollution.”   She enjoyed the part 

where we made seed bombs to bring back to school and 

plant in our pond area.  Unfortunately, we have not done 

this yet because it has not stopped raining!!!! 

Ezra wrote about Climate Change and how water is 

becoming more acidic.  “We did some experiments to 

find out the pH of different substances.”  He enjoyed 

the activity where he looked through compost to find 

and identify living things such as worms, slugs and snails.   

Imogen added to this by saying that the bugs were 

necessary to break down the compost and help it to rot.   
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Jessica wrote that a rise in global temperature causes 

ice to melt in Iceland and the habitat of animals is 

disappearing.  Also the sea level all over the world is 

rising.   She was also concerned about the amount of 

plastic ending up in the sea and the danger to marine 

animals. 

The important thing was that after the conference we 

decided what we could do to make a difference.  We 

have four groups looking at different aspects.   

1. Energy Group:  Check classrooms to make sure lights 

and whiteboards are turned off at lunchtimes.   Make 

posters to persuade. 

2. Walk to School Day:  Either walk all the way to school 

or only drive part way.  Encourage parents to use their 

cars less. 

3. Recycling paper:  check the bins to make sure paper 

has not been thrown in the wrong bin.  Check the 

recycling box to make sure paper that could have been 

reused has not been put in the wrong place.   

4. Re use plastic:  Organise a presentation to see how 

plastics can be re-used.  Make junk models out of the 

pots.  Have a craft afternoon to make and sell waxed 

covers.   

SO WATCH OUT;  WILLOW ARE ABOUT! 

Year 3/4 Multi-Skills 

What a fabulous afternoon Willow had at Colin Tooze on 

Monday this week.  We had to have early lunch (11.30!) 

but then set off by coach to the centre.  The afternoon 

was so well organised and little time was lost before we 

set off on the first activity.  We were in five teams and 

there were two other schools.  There were 15 activities 

and that meant that everybody had plenty of turns at 

each station.  The King’s School students ran each 

activity very professionally.  The children had a two- 

minute break for a drink and rest between each activity. 

Activities included football skills, hockey skills and even 

an obstacle race.  Each activity was physically demanding 

as well as giving a boost to our mental wellbeing.  Awards 

were given to team members for showing sporting values 

as well as scoring points for their team.  We do not have 

the results yet but will let you know as soon as they come 

through. 

Well done Willow for your perseverance and 

representing our school in such a fine way.  There were 

many sore legs the following day! 

Year 4 Girls Cross Country 

We congratulate the year 4 girls who were joint first 

with West Hill School in the cross country races last 

week.  They will now represent us at the finals to be held 

at Bicton. 

Oak Class 

This first half term there has been a big focus on 

science and we have been involved in many wonderful 

investigations. As part of our unit on healthy bodies we 

have tried a selection of obscure fruits whilst being 

blindfolded.  We dissected a lamb’s heart when 

researching the circulatory system and performed a 

series of workouts to target specific muscle groups 

within our body. In addition to this we were fortunate 

enough to observe how the seasons affect our plant and 

animal wildlife during an investigative walk through 

Harpford Woods. 

 

The Year 4 & 5 children got to design and build jet 

powered Kit Cars, racing against teams from Feniton. 

The efforts of the children were outstanding with three 

of the four cars coming in the top five. 
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From a sporting perspective another first for the 

children in that they got to spend an afternoon with 

Justin Knox from the British cycling team. They had the 

opportunity to be coached and ultimately race across 

the playing fields on a specially designed course. The 

children have also competed remarkably well in the local 

area cross-country competition.  

Over the next few weeks we will be starting to plan and 

rehearse our Christmas offering which we are all really 

excited about, especially as we will be in a new venue. 

 

 

 

Science Book Club 

Congratulations to the team of children in years 4 and 5 

who have reviewed 6 books for the royal society and 

sent the reviews to them.  Each year the society select 

a few schools across the country to review new books on 

the shelves.  The team had to review 6 books which are 

entered into a competition for the Society’s annual prize 

for the best new children’s science book.  The team have 

worked really hard and the 6 books will now be added to 

our library.  The competition winner will be announced on 

the 14th November. 

 

The team started last term and have met 6 times this 

term to rotate the books and discuss what they thought 
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about the books.  I must say there was very little 

negative discussion and the enthusiasm for the books 

was maintained throughout the time.  Great commitment 

and determination shown. 

 

Science 

Our entries for the art competition 

at Kennaway House for Sidmouth 

Science Week festival  

Congratulations to Feniton year 6, West Hill year 4 and 

Sidmouth year 2 who all won prizes.  We were very proud 

of our entries and we hope that many of you managed to 

get to Sidmouth last week to see them.   

 

 Stockland Cross Country 

A huge well done to our marvellous Stockland team for 

running the first two of four races this season. The 

children have done incredibly well! 
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Withycombe Raleigh 

Information Sessions 

 

 

 

 

School Flu Vaccinations 

If you would like your child to receive the school flu 

vaccine on Monday 11th November, the deadline to 

register your child is Sunday 27th October. 

To register please follow this link: 

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2019/devon 

If you need help to register then please phone the 

support line on 0300 247 0082. 

PTFA 

This Friday….  

End of the month cakes and refreshments sale. Cakes 

to be made by Maple class. Please bring in on Friday 

morning.  

Bug fest sale - Thankyou to Holly Burr and some other 

parents who have organised this event to raise money 

for the PTFA. It sounds like it is going to be a bug-tastic 

event so come to the lower site after school to see 

what's on offer.  

Monday 28th October  

AGM at 7pm on the lower site we look forward to seeing 

some new faces on board our very small committee of 

helpers.   

Have a good half term! 

Information on Hate Crime 
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Dates for Your Diary 

October 

Fri 18th  Bug Fest (PTFA bug-related sale 

after school) 

 PTFA End of term cake sale – 

Maple class to make cakes please. 

Mon 21st – Fri 25th  Half-term 

Sun 27th  Last day to submit consent for 

school flu vaccination 

Mon 28th  First day back in school after 

half-term 

 7pm PTFA AGM on the school’s 

lower site 

Weds 30th  Individual pupil photos with 

Tempest 

 

November 

Mon 4th  Maple class trip 

Tues 5th  Oak class handball tournament 

Fri 8th  Sidmouth Herald First Class 

Supplement out today 

Mon 11th   Flu vaccines in school 

 King’s School Badminton club for 

years 4-6 - session 1 

Tues 12th King’s School This Girl Can club 

for years 4-6 session 1 

Fri 15th  Children in Need day 

Mon 18th  Oak class Sportshall Athletics 

 King’s School Badminton club for 

years 4-6 - session 2 

Tues 19th  King’s School This Girl Can club 

for years 4-6 session 2 

Mon 25th   King’s School Badminton club for 

years 4-6 - session 3 

Tues 26th  King’s School This Girl Can club 

for years 4-6 session 3 

Weds 27th  Oak class trip  

December 

Mon 2nd  King’s School Badminton club for 

years 4-6 - session 4 

Tues 3rd King’s School This Girl Can club for 

years 4-6 session 4 

Fri 6th Oak and Willow class trip to see 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

Weds 11th  School Christmas Dinner 

 3.30pm – 5.30pm PTFA Christmas 

fair 

Thurs 12th  Christingle Service in Church at 

2.30pm 

 Christmas performance 1 at 6pm 

Fri 13th  Christmas performance 2 at 1.30pm 

 Christmas performance 3 at 4pm 

Weds 18th  PTFA Christmas party 

Fri 20th  2.15pm End of Term service 

 Last day of Autumn term 

 

January 2020 

   

Mon 6th  Non pupil-day 

Tues 7th  First day of Spring Term 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/

