
Overview of this term’s teaching                                              Y5/6                                                             Autumn Term 2017 
English: The children will be looking at a range of genres: poetry, traditional tales, instructions and 

journalistic writing. Our focus this term will be on Myths and Legends, Poetry and collective nouns. In 

addition we will pay particular attention to grammar, handwriting and spelling. The children are 

currently immersing themselves in the text of ‘How the whale became’ a book of short stories by Ted 

Hughes and moving on will look at The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes and A drove of bullocks by Patrick 

George. 

DT:  Understand and prepare food that relates to their history topic in readiness for a themed day 

during the term. Focus on food preparation hygiene and safety. 

 

Geography: Children will find out about the location and countries of South America.  

They will collect information about their chosen state and produce a project style unit of work for 

presentation. They will research their chosen country’s history, significant events, culture, religion and 

geographical facts. Maths:  Children will be looking at 4 particular units : Number Sense, Additive Reasoning, Multiplicative 

Reasoning and Geometric Reasoning. Within these units they will learn about place value into the 

millions and learn to describe and explain the patterns in a sequence. They will compare the effect of 

multiplying a number by 1000 with that of multiplying the number by 10 then 10 then 10 again (and 

similarly for division). Children will rehearse multiplication facts and use these to derive division facts. 

They will consolidate written methods for addition and subtraction. Children will solve word problems in 

number, measures and shape and space. The children will extend their knowledge of the properties of 

3-D and 2-D shapes. They will learn to derive a formula for the area of a rectangle and calculate areas 

of rectangles and squares using the maths sequence maps, Maths No Problem and No Nonsense maths. 

PSHE: What needs to change, or stay the same, to make our school a happy place? Children to follow 

the SEAL units of work, looking at bullying, new beginnings and falling out. They will receive a visit from 

the NSPCC and talk about Childline and its role in today’s society. 

 

Family groups: Children will be aware of the rights of the child, how to make a positive contribution to 

them in school, and who they should go to if they feel these rights are violated. 

To have made a family group scrapbook of pictures, photos and reflections about the topic. 

 Science:  The children will be focusing on Healthy bodies to include: human circulatory system and 

gaseous exchange - the heart, blood vessels, blood, blood pressure and clotting, gaseous exchange 

system - lungs, nose, throat, bronchi, bronchial tubes, diaphragm, ribs and breathing. Describe 

 respiration as the activity that releases energy from food as a fuel to maintain the body’s activity, and 

identify that plants also respire. They will also revisit properties of everyday materials and reversible 

change changes that form new materials and are hard to reverse. 

  

Art:  Children are to show pictures and models that relate to their history and geography work - How 

and why were they made? What did they represent? They are to use clay to make an Indus clay figure. 

They will go on to look at how Christmas is represented through art in different countries, selecting a 

particular style and focus on how and why it has been created in this way. They will then look to 

recreate a piece of work that reflects this research. 

ICT & Computing:  Children will be looking to demonstrate great responsibility and use IT to support 

their learning and explain/express their ideas? Choose and combine the use of appropriate ICT tools to 

complete a task, be able to critical evaluate the fitness for purpose of work as it progresses have 

experience of a range of ICT equipment and software. They will focus specifically on online safety, 

social media and how to protect passwords and personal information. The children will look to develop 

their powerpoint skills with a view to presenting their work. 

French:   We will continue to build up our knowledge of French, gaining skills in listening and speaking 

paying particular attention to conversational aspects of the language. We will also learn about French 

culture and history. 

 

Re:  Children will look to answer questions from both a Christian and Jewish perspective. Looking at 

how the faiths differ, they will answer such questions as: Who am I and what does it mean to be 

human? (Physical and non-physical aspects of human identity)  Where do I belong? (School, home, 

family, tradition, culture, organizations, local community, UK, Britain, global community)  What am I 

worth?  Beliefs about the value of human beings.  How might stories, hymns and prayers help people 

understand more about themselves and their relationships? 

History: The children will be asking answering the question,‘ What has changed since the early 

civilisations of the Indus Valley and the Mayan Civilisation?  They will learn to select reliable sources of 

factual evidence to describe settlements, culture, leisure activities, clothes, way of life and buildings 

from the past (E.g. Early civilisations). 

They will identify changes within and across different periods and say how they might affect history in 

the future. Describe the effect of some of the main events, people and changes throughout history. 

 PE: Invasion games: The children will improve their defending and attacking play.  They will be 

encouraged to think about how to use skills, strategies, and tactics to outwit the opposition. They will 

initially focus on football, hockey and netball. 

Gymnastics:  How can I show control and precision of body shape when working with a partner and 

apparatus? Understand the difference between on and off balance. Know that a transition takes place 

between combinations of movements. Realise that off balance can be countered when working with a 

partner. Perform a sequence of movements on floor and apparatus that contain elements of balance and 

counter balance 

 

PE days:  

Monday – Games. (Usually on the field.)  

Wednesday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Friday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Term Dates:   

Half term: 23rd -27th October   

School starting and finishing times: 

       Children arrive from 8.45 am.  Start at 9.00 am. 

       Finish at 3.30 pm. 

 

Music: Following the ‘Charanga’ unit of work the children will be studying, performing ‘and looking at 

how a piece of music is constructed. 



 


