
  

 

 

 

 

  

WILLOW OVERVIEW AUTUMN 2017 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      

  This term we will be studying both Christianity 

and Islam. Our key focus is to think about how we 

should live and who can inspire us. We will be 

looking at positive examples people have given 

about how to live as well as values and 

commitments that have been taught by founders 

of faiths. Towards the end of term, we will be 

learning about how the actions of people of faith 

have changed the world and how we might change 

our lives in light of the qualities demonstrated by 

other people. 

 

CHANGE 

ART/ DESIGN TECHNOLOGY/MUSIC    

 Design Technology this term will be linked to Sports Week 

and the children will be designing, making, tasting and 

evaluating a healthy sandwich. They will think about the 

appearance of their sandwich as well as the nutritional value 

and there will be a focus on food preparation hygiene and 

safety. In Art we will be studying the artist David William 

Young. Children will be creating observational drawings of the 

local area using sketching pencils and charcoal. 

In music the focus is upon one song, “Let Your Spirit Fly” by 

Joanna Mangona and songs/carols for Christmas time.  The 

children will learn by:. Listening and responding; playing and 

singing; Improvising and composing, and finally performing. 

Those who play instruments may bring their own on Mondays if 

they wish.  They are expected to have their own 

recorder……….. .named!     

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: In games the children are 

finding out about what changes have to be made in order to 

be successful attackers and defenders in invasion games 

such as football, netball, hockey or tag rugby.   In 

gymnastics the children will be investigating balance, 

creating sequences that include change of level and speed 

with a focus on using different body shapes clearly. In 

dance we will be exploring how to convey different 

characters through movement and gesture. Children will work 

independently as well as in partners or small groups. 

 

 HUMANITIES/FRENCH 

In History children will be learning about our local 

history from the Stone Age to the Iron Age with a focus 

on Merrivale in Dartmoor. Children will be exploring what 

life was like in the Bronze Age as well as thinking about 

how life changed for people during the Stone, Bronze 

and Iron Ages. In Geography we will be exploring the 

similarities and differences between England and Greece 

with a particular focus on key physical and human 
characteristics and major cities in each country. 

Children will learn the terms: latitude, longitude, 

equator, hemisphere. 

 

ENGLISH:  This term the children will be 

concentrating on how authors use grammar to 

enhance their writing.  Topics will be how to 

use expanded nouns, powerful verbs, 

adjectives, adverbs and improving our own 

writing by using accurate punctuation. We have 

a visit from an author in early October and we 

are focussing on the art of storytelling.  The 

children will learn spellings from the statutory 

list as well as common exceptions. They will 

read in groups and individually as well as 

enjoying a class novel. 

NUMERACY:  We are following the “No-Problem” 

Maths scheme of work, starting with place value 

up to four digits, addition and subtraction as well 

as times tables.  There will be a focus upon 

fractions, including decimals to two places.  The 

mastery of mathematics depends upon a positive 

attitude and maths investigations will be set, in 

order to promote confidence.  Some shape and 

data handling will be done in the second half of 

the term.  Please help your child to know their 

times tables and related facts, such as 3 X 4 = 12 

so 12 ÷ 4 =3 and 30 X 4 is 120. 

SCIENCE: As Eco Warriors we shall be studying 

the local environment and trying to make a 

difference to conservation.    Additionally, we will 

look at changes of living and non-living things. 

We will be working with the Devon Wildlife Trust, 

learning about our local species.  In the second 

half of term we shall be looking at changes when 

mixtures are made.  It would help if children kept 

a diary of changes they notice in the seasons and 

in the weather. Much of the learning will be 

through working scientifically, enquiries and 

investigations. 

COMPUTING 

 At the beginning of the term there will be a big focus on 

e-safety with children exploring the concept that people 

can connect with one another through the internet. We will 

be learning about what is appropriate to share online, 

encouraging pupils to think critically about what they 

should share. Pupils will also be using computers to carry 

out research, create presentations and will be learning to 

save, open and edit files. In computer coding pupils will 

learn how computers use variables to count things and will 

be creating their own games which use a score variable. 

 


