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Welcome to Tipton St John Foundation Stage Unit (FSU)  

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Unit (FSU) at Tipton St John Church of England Primary 

School. A working party made up of members of the previous Tipton St John Pre-School 

committee, parents, school governors and staff, as well as early years education advisors at 

Devon County Council enabled the creation of our FSU in April 2015. 

At Tipton St John FSU, children of pre-school age (FS1) and school reception age (FS2) learn and 

play together sharing our well-resourced indoor and outdoor areas. The caring and experienced 

team endeavour to build on childrenõs strengths, interests and experiences by providing a 

stimulating and relevant curriculum following the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). As a 

church school, Christian values are central to our ethos and the children learn to value 

themselves and others in a happy, supportive and safe environment. 

We recognise that children join the FSU with a wealth of experiences and skills that have been 

nurtured by their families. That is why a partnership between home and school is very important 

to us, and it is our aim to work closely with parents and carers to ensure the best outcome for 

all of the children in the FSU. 

The FSU team  

Mrs Naomi Garrick ð Early Years Teacher 

Mrs Jane North ð Level 3 Foundation Stage Practitioner 

Miss Lauren Taylor ð Level 3 Foundation Stage Practitioner 

All of the above have up-to-date training in Paediatric First Aid. 

 

What are the benefits of working as an FSU?  

Children can move through the Foundation Stage curriculum at their own pace with Reception 

children getting support, if needed, at an earlier level and pre-school 

age children progressing through to later stages, if they are ready. 

Continuity and progression are ensured. Groupings are more flexible 

to benefit the children, and staff can provide opportunities that are 

challenging and meet individual needs.  

The FSU further benefits children as they are in the same part of the 

school for a longer period of time. This makes the first few years of 

education a time of emotional security which builds confidence and reduces the disruption which 

may be caused by transition. Children have familiar routines and work with the same team of 

familiar adults. Staff will know children and families very well, making it easier to cater for their 

needs. 



 

 

Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  

Children learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through creative and 

critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside. 

All children in the FSU will be following the EYFS curriculum at a stage 

appropriate for their age and development. The EYFS Framework exists to 

support all professionals working in the EYFS to help your child and was 

developed with a number of Early Years experts and parents. 

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating his/

her understanding through seven areas of learning and development.  

 

Children should mostly develop the three prime areas first. These are:  

¶ Communication and language;  

¶ Physical development;  

¶ Personal, social and emotional development.  

These prime areas are those most essential for your childõs healthy 

development and future learning.  

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 

four specific areas. These are:  

¶ Literacy;  

¶ Mathematics;  

¶ Understanding the world; and  

¶ Expressive arts and design.  

These seven areas are used to plan your childõs learning and activities. The professionals teaching and 

supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your childõs unique needs. This is 

similar to a curriculum in primary and secondary schools, but it is suitable for very young children and it is 

designed to be really flexible so that staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests. 

More information of the EYFS Framework can be found on www.foundationyears.org.uk  

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk

